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Il Sovrano Militare Ordine Ospedaliero di San Giovanni di Gerusalemme, det-
to di Rodi e di Malta, pur essendo una delle più avanzate e moderne fra le or-
ganizzazioni internazionali che operano oggi nel campo ospedaliero ed assi-
stenziale, rimane al contempo la più prestigiosa istituzione nobiliare dell’An-
cien Régime. 
Unico ordine monastico-cavalleresco sopravvissuto alla fine delle Crociate, 
l’Ordine di San Giovanni è riuscito nei secoli ad adattarsi di volta in volta alle 
mutate esigenze della Chiesa e del mondo, declinando i suoi carismi fondativi 
della Tuitio Fidei e dello Obsequium Pauperum in modi sempre attuali, senza 
con ciò rinunciare mai alla propria identità ed alle proprie gloriose tradizioni. 
C’è infatti un filo conduttore che unisce la Domus Hospitalis di Gerusalemme 
alle odierne opere ospedaliere quali, ad esempio, l’ospedale «Sacra Famiglia» 
di Betlemme o l’ospedale «San Giovanni Battista» alla Magliana; le battaglie 
combattute in terra e per mare contro i nemici della Fede e l’opera dei volon-
tari in occasione delle guerre e delle calamità naturali.  
Un filo conduttore rappresentato dalla comunanza di fede, certo, ma anche di 
quei valori che contraddistinguono un ceto, il ceto nobiliare, che in nove se-
coli di storia ha plasmato l’istituzione fondata dal Beato Gerardo imprimen-
dole quel carattere cavalleresco che ancora oggi la contraddistingue. 
Se i membri dei ceti nobiliari sono divenuti una minoranza numerica, nondi-
meno l’Ordine di Malta rimane una istituzione aristocratica, nel senso miglio-
re del termine, e tale deve rimanere.  
Per questo è necessario che l’Ordine da un lato mantenga il rigore che sempre 
lo ha contraddistinto nell’esame delle prove per l’ammissione ai ceti nobiliari 
e dall’altro lato intervenga mediante l’adozione di nuove norme per ovviare 
alla scomparsa delle monarchie europee attive quali fons honorum e per ridare 
alla categoria di grazia magistrale il connotato élitario che l’ha contraddistinta 
fino agli anni Cinquanta e che oggi purtroppo tende spesso a sfumare.   
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i (JPBDDIJOP फ़BESJ EJ $BSEBOP
* QSPDFTTJ OPCJMJBSJ OFMM0ڣSEJOF EJ .BMUB
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 DPMMBOB EJ TUVEJ F NFNPSJF
4PWSBOP .JMJUBSF 0SEJOF EJ .BMUB
(SBO 1SJPSBUP EJ -PNCBSEJB F 7FOF[JB
$BTUFMMP ���� � ����� 7FOF[JB
I॒Q���XXX�TNPNWF�PSH ۗ TNPNWF!TNPNWF�PSH

1SJNB FEJ[JPOF� P॒PCSF ����

&EJUP B DVSB F TQFTF EFMM۝"VUPSF� 6OB QBSUF EFM SJDBWBUP EFMMF WFOEJUF EFM
QSFTFOUF WPMVNF TBS  EFTUJOBUP BMMF PQFSF DBSJUBUJWF EFM (SBO 1SJPSBUP
EJ -PNCBSEJB F 7FOF[JB�
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"J TFOTJ F QFS HMJ F੖F॒J EFMM۝BSU� � EFM %FDSFUP DPOTJMJBSF Op �� EFM �� BQSJ�
MF ����
 JM 1SPDVSBUPSF EFM (SBO 1SJPSBUP EJ -PNCBSEJB F 7FOF[JB IB BV�
UPSJ[[BUP MB QVCCMJDB[JPOF EFM QSFTFOUF TBHHJP DPO OPUF QSPU� ����B�����
EFM �� HJVHOP ���� F QSPU� ������ EFM �� HFOOBJP �����

*O DPQFSUJOB� QFOOPOF BSBMEJDP QSFTFOUBUP EB 'SB۝ #BSUPMPNFP 3VTQPMJ�
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/PCJMU  HFOFSPTB
 QFOOPOF HFOFBMPHJDP
NPSF OPCJMJVN۪RVFTUJ UFSNJOJ

TQFTTP SJDPSSFOUJ OFMMB USB॒B[JPOF DIF TFHVF
 FWPDBOP JOFWJUBCJMNFOUF
JO OPJ JNNBHJOJ EJ VO UFNQP QBTTBUP
 DPT¬ EJWFSTP EB RVFMMP QSFTFOUF
EB GBS TFNCSBSF B QSJNB WJTUB JODPODJMJBCJMF DPO MB NPEFSOJU  JO DVJ
M۝0SEJOF EJ .BMUB ¨ JNNFSTP JM UFNB EFJ QSPDFTTJ OPCJMJBSJ�

.B DPT¬ OPO ¨
 B NFOP EJ OPO GSBJOUFOEFSF JM SJDIJBNP BMMB USBEJ�
[JPOF DBWBMMFSFTDB F OPCJMJBSF FTQSFTTP EBM QSJNP BSUJDPMP EFMMB $BSUB
$PTUJUV[JPOBMF� *OGB॒J
 DPNF FCCF B SJDPSEBSF JM 1BTUPS "OHFMJDVTy

MB USBEJ[JPOF ¨ DPTB NPMUP EJWFSTB EBM TFNQMJDF B॒BDDB�
NFOUP BE VO QBTTBUP TDPNQBSTP� ¨ UV॒P M۝PQQPTUP EJ VOB
SFB[JPOF DIF EJਖ਼EB EJ PHOJ TBOP QSPHSFTTP� *M TVP TUFTTP WP�
DBCPMP FUJNPMPHJDBNFOUF ¨ TJOPOJNP EJ DBNNJOP F EJ BWBO�
[BNFOUP� 4JOPOJNJB
 OPO JEFOUJU � .FOUSF JOGB॒J JM QSPHSFT�
TP JOEJDB TPMUBOUP JM GB॒P EFM DBNNJOP JO BWBOUJ
 QBTTP JO�
OBO[J QBTTP
 DFSDBOEP DPO MP THVBSEP VO JODFSUP BWWFOJSF�
MB USBEJ[JPOF EJDF QVSF VO DBNNJOP JO BWBOUJ
 NB VO DBN�
NJOP DPOUJOVP
 DIF TJ TWPMHF JO QBSJ UFNQP USBORVJMMP F WJ�
WBDF
 TFDPOEP MF MFHHJ EFMMB WJUB
 TGVHHFOEP BMM۝BOHPTDJPTB
BMUFSOBUJWB� k4J KFVOFTTF TBWBJU
 TJ WJFJMMFTTF QPVWBJU�{ <۪>
$PNF JOEJDB DPM TVP OPNF
 MB USBEJ[JPOF ¨ JM EPOP DIF QBTTB
EJ HFOFSB[JPOF JO HFOFSB[JPOF
 MB ੗BDDPMB DIF JM DPSSJEPSF
BE PHOJ DBNCJP QPOF JO NBOP F Bਖ਼EB BMM۝BMUSP DPSSJEPSF

TFO[B DIF MB DPSTB TJ BSSFTUJ P TJ SBMMFOUJ�

-F USBEJ[JPOJ EFMM۝0SEJOF
 JWJ JODMVTJ J DPTUVNJ F HMJ JTUJUVUJ OPCJMJBSJ
 TPOP
TUBUF TFNQSF DBSF BJ UBOUJ $BWBMJFSJ EJ (JVTUJ[JB DIF IBOOP GB॒P MB TP�
MFOOF QSPGFTTJPOF QFS EJGFOEFSF MB 'FEF ۗQFS UFSSB F QFS NBSFۗ F TFSWJSF
J 4JHOPSJ .BMBUJ OFMMB (SBOEF *OGFSNFSJB EJ .BMUB P OFHMJ 0TQJUBMJ DIF
TQFTTP TPSTFSP WJDJOP BMMF $PNNFOEF
 DPNF RVFMMP EJ 4BOUB $BUFSJOB
E۝"MFTTBOESJB B 7FOF[JB�

फ़FTUF WJUF DPOTBDSBUF TPOP DBOEJEJ ੗PSJ EJ 'FEF F EJ $BSJU  QSBUJ�
DBUF DIF TQBOEPOP RVFM QSPGVNP UJQJDBNFOUF HJPWBOOJUB SFOEFOEP MB

� %JTDPSTP EJ 4VB 4BOUJU  1JP 9** BM 1BUSJ[JBUP F BMMB /PCJMU  3PNBOB
 �� HJVHOP �����



OPTUSB 3FMJHJPOF DPNF JM k%JUP EFM #B॒JTUB{ DIF JOEJDB JM $SJTUP DPO MB
UFTUJNPOJBO[B EJ WJUB
 MB QSBUJDB EFJ DPOTJHMJ FWBOHFMJDJ F JM DPTJEEF॒P
kRVBSUP WPUP{ PTTJB RVFMMP EJ EJGFOEFSF MF JOTFHOF EFMM۝0SEJOF VTRVF BE
FञVTJPOJPOFN TBOHVJOJT 	੗OP BMMP TQBSHJNFOUP EFM QSPQSJP TBOHVF
�

-B QSJNB QBSUF EJ RVFTUP TBHHJP IB JM QSFHJP EJ NPTUSBSF JM MVOHP DBN�
NJOP DPNQJVUP EBMM۝0SEJOF EFMM۝0TQFEBMF EJ 4BO (JPWBOOJ EJ (FSVTB�
MFNNF EBMMB TVB GPOEB[JPOF BE PHHJ
 TP॒P JM QBSUJDPMBSF BTQF॒P EFMMB
FWPMV[JPOF BWWFOVUB OFMMB DPNQPTJ[JPOF EFMMF EJWFSTF DBUFHPSJF EFJ TVPJ
NFNCSJ� DBSJTNB TQFDJ੗DP
 QSP੗MP TPDJBMF
 DSJUFSJ EJ SFDMVUBNFOUP
 BCJUP
F JOTFHOF�

.B BODIF MB TFDPOEB QBSUF
 OFDFTTBSJBNFOUF QJ¹ UFDOJDB QFSDI© JO�
DFOUSBUB TVMM۝FTBNF EFJ EJWFSTJ kUJUPMJ QSJNPSEJBMJ{ DIF QPTTPOP EBSF BD�
DFTTP BMMF DBUFHPSJF OPCJMJBSJ EFMM۝0SEJOF
 QVS HVBSEBOEP BNQJBNFOUF BM
QBTTBUP
 OPO EJNFOUJDB EJ SJ੘F॒FSF TJB TVM QSFTFOUF TJB ۗDPTB BODPS QJ¹
JNQPSUBOUFۗ TVM GVUVSP
 QFS JOUFSSPHBSTJ JO NBOJFSB GFDPOEB TVM NPEP
EJ SFOEFSF TFNQSF B॒VBMF RVFTUB USBEJ[JPOF DBWBMMFSFTDB F OPCJMJBSF�

फ़FTUP TBHHJP
 SJDDP EJ UBOUJ BOFEEPUJ QJ¹ P NFOP OPUJ
 BQQPSUB EVO�
RVF VO VUJMF DPOUSJCVUP BMMB NJHMJPSF DPOPTDFO[B EFMM۝0SEJOF EJ .BMUB
F JO RVBOUP UBMF SBQQSFTFOUB VO EPOP QSF[JPTP QFS MF EBNF F J DBWBMJFSJ
EJ PHHJ F EJ EPNBOJ�

*O RVFTUP NPNFOUP FQPDBMF JO DVJ JM OPTUSP 0SEJOF TJ QSFQBSB B VOB
JNQPSUBOUF SJGPSNB QFS SJTQPOEFSF NFHMJP BMMF T੗EF DIF MP B॒FOEPOP

¨ JNQPSUBOUF JOGB॒J BWFSF CFO DIJBSJ RVBMJ TPOP HMJ FMFNFOUJ DBSB॒FSJ[�
[BOUJ EFMMB OPTUSB 'SBUFSOJU  DIF EFCCPOP FTTFSF QSFTFSWBUJ
 OPOPTUBOUF
JM WBSJBSF EFMMF DJWJMU  F EFMMF NPEF DVMUVSBMJ
 QFS DPOTFOUJSDJ EJ SJNBOFSF
۠DPTUBOUFNFOUF EFHOJ TJB EFMM۝FTFNQJP WJWP MBTDJBUPWJ EBJ 1SFEFDFTTPSJ

DIF IBOOP JMMVTUSBUP MB TUPSJB EFMM۝0SEJOF
 TJB EFMMF BTQF॒BUJWF DIF MB
$IJFTB F HMJ VPNJOJ QPOHPOP JO WPJۡr�

4POP RVJOEJ MJFUP EJ BDDPHMJFSF RVFTUP OVPWP WPMVNF OFMMB DPMMBOB
EJ TUVEJ F NFNPSJF DPO DVJ RVFTUP (SBO 1SJPSBUP WVPMF BQQSPGPOEJSF
F EJ੖POEFSF VOB kJEFOUJU  (JPWBOOJUB{ DIF IB MF TVF SBEJDJ JO RVFM�
MB kDVMUVSB EFMMB NJTFSJDPSEJB{ DIF TJ DPODSFUJ[[B JO VOB SJWPMV[JPOF
EFMM۝BNPSFs�

$MFNFOUF 3JWB EJ 4BOTFWFSJOP
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��� 'POEB[JPOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� *M %VFDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� *M 5SFDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� *M फ़B॒SPDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� *M $JORVFDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� *M 4FJDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

$BQJUPMP (FOFSBMF EFM ���� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
$BQJUPMP (FOFSBMF EFM ���� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
$BQJUPMP (FOFSBMF EFM ���� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

��� *M 4F॒FDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
*OEBHJOF TVMMB OPCJMU  EFM ���� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
$PEJDF EJ 3PIBO � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
3FHPMBNFOUP TVMMF QSPWF QFS MB -JOHVB E۝*UBMJB � � � � ��
%PQP MB QFSEJUB EJ .BMUB � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

��� -F EJTQFOTF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
��� 0SHBOJ[[B[JPOF JOUFSOB EFMM۝0SEJOF B .BMUB � � � � � � ��

-F -JOHVF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
* $BQJUPMJ F J $POTJHMJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
*M (SBO .BFTUSP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

���� $FSJNPOJBMF EJ JOWFTUJUVSB F QSPGFTTJPOF � � � � � � � � ��
���� "CJUP SFMJHJPTP F JOTFHOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��
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��� %PQP MB QFSEJUB EJ .BMUB � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

-B 3FTUBVSB[JPOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
(PWFSOP F PSHBOJ[[B[JPOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
(SBEJ F DFUJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
6OJGPSNF NJMJUBSF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

��� *M QSJNP /PWFDFOUP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
��� -۝0SEJOF EPQP MB 4FDPOEB (VFSSB .POEJBMF � � � � � � ���



��� * NFNCSJ EFMM۝0SEJOF OFMMB $PTUJUV[JPOF EFM ���� � � � ���
��� * NFNCSJ EFMM۝0SEJOF PHHJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

*M (SBO .BFTUSP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
* DBWBMJFSJ QSPGFTTJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
$BWBMJFSJ F EBNF JO PCCFEJFO[B � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
* NFNCSJ MBJDJ OPO QSPGFTTJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
* DBQQFMMBOJ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

��� -B QSFHIJFSB EFMM۝0SEJOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
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��� 0HHF॒P EFMMF QSPWF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
1SPWB EFMMB OPCJMU  HFOFSPTB � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
1SPWB EFMMB ੗MJB[JPOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
1SPWB EFMMB WJUB NPSF OPCJMJVN � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
1SPWB OPCJMJBSF QFS kDFOUFOBSJB QSFTDSJ[JPOF{ � � � � � ���
%JNPTUSB[JPOF EFMMB kEJTUJOUB DJWJMU { � � � � � � � � � ���

��� 3FRVJTJUJ GPSNBMJ EFMMF QSPWF OPCJMJBSJ � � � � � � � � � ���
%FM GBTDJDPMP DPOUFOFOUF MF QSPWF OPCJMJBSJ � � � � � � � ���
%FMMB EPNBOEB EJ BNNJTTJPOF � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
%FM QFOOPOF BSBMEJDP � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
1SFTFOUB[JPOF F JTUSV[JPOF EFMMF EPNBOEF � � � � � � � ���
%FMMB kHSB[JB EJ B॒BDDP{ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

��� %FMMB DPODFTTJPOF EJ TBOBUPSJF � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
4BOBUPSJF UJQJDIF QFS JM DFUP EJ POPSF F EFWP[JPOF � � � ���
4BOBUPSJF UJQJDIF QFS JM DFUP EJ HSB[JB F EFWP[JPOF � � � ���
4BOBUPSJF BUJQJDIF � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

��� /PSNF VMUFSJPSJ QFS MB SJDF[JPOF EFMMF EBNF � � � � � � ���
��� 3JDF[JPOJ TFO[B QSPWF OPCJMJBSJ F NPUV QSPQSJP � � � � ���
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